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What Is the Real Problem
——On the Debate Between “Isms” and Pu Xue

WU Xuan
(School of Humanities, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract; The debates between “ism” and “Pu Xue” (philology) remain at the level of emphasizing the importance of
their own researches respectively, and ignore the real problems of the modern development of Chinese culture and litera-

”. Academic

ture to some extent. Only a unique understanding of problems can lead to unique thoughts, theory and “ism
judgment should be based on real value. Both Wang Guowei and Li Zehou depended too much on the existing Chinese and
western thoughts and cultures and failed to realize their own criticism and reform of the theories. thus leading to the ambi-
guity of problems and contradictories of theories. In this sense, contemporary Chinese theorists and scholars may find
breakthroughs by facing the confrontations of Chinese and western thoughts, paying attention to the heterogeneous expe-
rience of Chinese traditional thoughts, and absorbing the combination methods proposed by scholars like Dai Zhen to build

a bridge between thoughts and academic studies.

Key words: ism, Pu Xue (philology), problem, approach
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